Forced-Choice Exercise: Proposed Rules 

for Mr. Borneman's American Government Classroom – 2013


*1. Smoking will be permitted in class, provided students bring and use their own ashtrays; any violation of this policy will result in the immediate withdrawal of all smoking privileges for all students in class for the remainder of the semester.  During days when a substitute is in charge of the class, students may not use their smoking privilege.


*2. Chewing gum will be allowed in class, provided all gum is disposed of in trash cans; chewed gum is never to be seen outside of the chewer's mouth unless it is being disposed of; any violation of this policy will result in the immediate withdrawal of all chewing gum privileges for all students in class for the remainder of the semester.

*3a. Any food brought in by students must be divided equally among members of the class.  Any beverages other than water must be supplied to all in the class as well.  Food which cannot be shared or which students are unwilling to share will not be permitted.


*3b. Food, soft-drinks, coffee, and drinks other than plain water will not be permitted.


*3c. All food and drink (other than water) will be kept in backpacks beside student desks; food or drinks  will not be visible in the class.  Food and drink will go directly from the backpack to the student’s mouth. 

Class Task: Devise a Food and Drink policy which takes into account cleanliness, equity, freedom, and means of avoiding negative repercussions for consumption of food and drink.


°4. All school-identified special education students (physical handicap, learning disabilities, etc.) as well as all school-identified African-American, Hispanic and Title 1 (Free Lunch Program) students will receive one full letter-grade higher at the end of the semester.
°5. All students will receive “A’s” in class, regardless of participation, attendance, graded work, or financial contributions to the teacher.  Any student wishing to give themselves a lower grade may do so, upon consultation with the teacher.


°6. Any  student who takes and passes the AP Exam in American Government may have their grade raised once the test results have been verified.  Those who pass the test with a 3 will receive a minimum of a “C” in the class.  Those who pass with a 4 will receive a minimum of a “B” in the class.  Those who pass with a 5 will receive an “A” in the class.  It is the student’s obligation to contact the teacher should they desire the change be made in their grade post-facto.  Students with an “F” in the class are not eligible to have their grade changed.
Class Task: Craft acceptable policies regarding modification of grades which adhere to teacher’s requirements, school and district policies, and state educational law.


€7. Cell phones and signal-emitting devices (Droids, i-Phones, etc.).   If a cell device is turned on and visible  in class (without permission) its owner will be asked to turn it off and be given a warning.  If the student fails to turn it off and has it out the same period, it will be confiscated until the end of the period the following day.  If it is confiscated before a weekend or vacation it will be confiscated until class resumes following the break or weekend.  Signal-emitting devices are never to be used in class without explicit permission from the teacher.

€8. Non-signal-emitting electronic devices (Gameboys, Nooks, I-pods, CD players, etc.). These may be used in class only if the teacher has completed the lesson of the day and indicated that they may be used.  This permission may also be given during silent reading periods and testing.  Headphones are required and sounds must not be audible outside the listener’s immediate range.  Such devices may not be used in class at any other times.  

Class Task: Provide guidelines and rules for electronic devices in class.


•9a. Although they shall be recorded, there shall be no penalty given for tardies. 


•9b. If a student arrives in class after the tardy bell but fewer than 10 minutes late, they are considered tardy.  Students arriving more than 10 minutes late will be considered truant (equivalent to absent, see below).  All tardies without written excuses cleared through the office will result in a detention and the student being sent to the office.  On the fifth tardy the teacher and the student will have a parent conference.  On the seventh tardy the student will be assigned a Saturday School or suspension.  On the tenth tardy the student may be dropped from the class after a parent conference.  

(cf. www.ouhsd.k12.ca.us/sites/ohs/student_handbook/discipline.htm)


•10a. Teacher may assign a failing grade (F) to any student who has eight or more unexcused absences. (www.ouhsd.k12.ca.us/sites/ohs/student_handbook/attendance.htm and OUHSD Board Policy 5113, CA Education Code 49067)


•10b. There will be no penalty for unexcused absences.  Unexcused absences will be treated in the same manner that excused absences will be treated.

•11. Students ages 18 and over, with parental consent, will be allowed to write an unlimited number of excused absences for themselves, without penalty to their class grade.

•12. Students wishing to receive extra credit for attendance taking may form teams of three to four at the beginning of the semester. Teams will write their names and ID numbers on a 3 x 5 notecard which will be used in a random drawing to generate a list of attendance taking teams.  Each team will be responsible for taking and verifying attendance for a two-week period; provided the team takes attendance each day for the two-week period, each team member will receive 20 extra credit points for the service at the end of the semester.  If 1 day is missed (and no one on the team takes roll), the team voids half its points. If 2 days are missed (and no one takes roll), a new team is selected and the previous team receives no extra credit.

Any false manipulation of attendance by the attendance takers will result in immediate removal from their position, 10% deducted from their total grade, and permanent ineligibility from all extra credit for the remainder of the semester.  False manipulation includes the deliberate marking of students present as absent or vice versa.


Any student teams whose papers are not drawn will receive 10 points of extra credit at the end of the semester for having formed teams and volunteered to take attendance.  


Note: there are approximately 250 – 500 points given out in a regular semester.


•13. Students who have two consecutive weeks of on-time attendance will receive 5 points of extra credit at the end of each two week period, not to exceed 25 points for the quarter. This extra credit opportunity is contingent on passage of a two-week period attendance taking team as suggested in • 12.  There are approximately 5 two-week periods per quarter.  On the last day of each two-week period, the attendance team will be responsible for highlighting with a marker pen the students with perfect attendance for those two weeks so that students can receive credit at the end of the semester.  If an attendance team does not record attendance, the on-time attendance extra credit for those weeks is negated.
Class Task: Design an attendance-taking policy which integrates issues of tardiness, absence and extra credit for good attendance.  

∞14. The teacher will be responsible for enforcing, but is exempt from, these class rules.
Class Task: Approve this exemption.
