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Office Hours: M – Th 3:00 – 3:30

Purpose: To prepare students for the Ventura County Academic Decathlon competition, with an emphasis on public speaking, interview skills, intense academic study, and teamwork.  Equally, this course is designed to help students to gain study skills for college.

Materials: Students will be issued a packet of materials which includes study guides for seven objective topics (Math, Science, Social Science, Music, Art, Literature, and Economics), students will also receive a novel (for 2013-2014 it is Hemmingway’s The Sun Also Rises).  Students will also need to “adopt” a teacher sponsor who will help them with their speech and essay work.  Students will need to provide themselves with binders, notecards, highlighters, pens, pencils, and internet access.

Class Rules:

1. Respect for people - students must show respect for their team mates, the teacher, guests, administrators, judges, substitutes, visitors, and even their competitors. Respect for the team is essential: while this is a competition with individual components, we succeed only as a team as a whole. Most importantly, students must respect themselves.


2. Respect for materials – students must show respect for the property of others and of the school.  Students who drop are required to return all materials or pay a $75 fee.


3. Preparation – Students are expected to be prepared for class, having completed their readings (or speech preparation) and brought their materials as needed.  Failure to prepare is considered the equivalent of failing to participate (can count the same as an hour of absence).  


4. Class Time – The class will meet M – Th beginning at 3:30.  

In September we go until 4:30.  
In October, until 5:30 (2 hours).  
In November, until 6:30 (3 hours).  
In December and January the “A” Team will have even later hours, but the remainder of the students will be required to be present only until 4:30. Approximately one Saturday each month (from 10:00 to 3:00) will be required and will count as 5 hours of attendance.  There will be 5 sessions during Winter Break which will count as “extra credit” to make up for missed sessions at a 50% rate.  (Severe family emergencies are certainly legitimate exemptions.)


5. Participation – This is the most significant portion of the course: it serves as both the basis for student grades and is the key to success for our team.  Our success depends on the whole team, not just one particular group within the class.  With enthusiastic participation, we will make it to the State Competition!


Grades:


for a passing “D” – students must have 60% attendance and participate at both county competition events (Subjective and Objective).


for a “C”, students need to meet the “D” qualifications, have 70% attendance, and participate in the Scrimmage, Speech Showcase, and Awards Ceremony.


for a “B”, students need to meet the “C” qualifications and have 80% attendance.


for an “A”, students need to meet the “C” qualifications and have 90% attendance OR simply make the “A” Team.  (
